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Saturday  Nov.  11,  1939 


SUBJECT:     "C3DS  AND  SNT3S  OF  NEys."     Information  from  the  Office  of  Information, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo- 

Odds  and  ends  of  news  are  what  I  have  to  report  today — news  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agricaltu-re  on  several  different  sulDjects.     News  ahout  electric  lines  to 
farms,  and  freezer  lockers,  ahout  soybean  paint,  and  forest  fire  protection. 

If  you  a.re  interested  in  the  cost  of  sending  electricity  out  to  farms,  you'll 
be  interested  in  some  figures  just  pulDlishcd  "by  the  Rural  Electrification  Adminis- 
tration.   Engineers  of  the  EEA  are  "building  electric  lines  into  niral  areas  at  an 
average  cost  of  900  dollars  a  mile.    Before  the  HEA,  thosecosts  ran  from  15  hundred 
to  2  thousand  a  mile  "because  the  utility  companies  used  the  same  heavy  expensive 
construction  for  their  rural  linos  as  thicy  used  in  cities.     HEA  engineers  economized 
by  Using  new  stronger  conductors  hut  fewer  elcctirc  polos. 

Lines  pat  up  in  Texas  lately  have  cost  as  little  as  500  dollars  a  mile.  The 
construction  of  these  lines  could  he  very  light  "because  sleet  and  ice  don't  have  to 
reckoned  v/ith  imch  down  in  Texas.    However,  even  these  light  lines  have  stood  up 
'ell  in  some  sloct  and  in  high  .winds. 

Even  in  very  severe  weather  the  HEA' s  lighter  construction  has  proved  durahle. 
Last  June  when  a  series  of  destructive  tornadoes  struck  Minnesota,  they  destroyed  an 
electirc  suhstation  near  Minneapolis  hut  the  electric  lines  nearhy  suffered  almost 
damage.    Ivlany  private  utilities  are  now  following  REA' s  lead  and  using  lighter, 
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expensive  construction  for  the  electric  lines  out  in  rural  districts. 


The  second  item  of  nev/s  today  is  ahout  freezer  locker  plants  whore  farm 
'"^lics  store  fresh  food  for  tahle  use  the  year  around.     Ereezor  locker  establish- 
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ments  are  on  the  increase,    i.lx)ut  550  new  ones  v/fent  up  last  year.    Atout  18  hundred 
and  50  freeziing  plants  are  nov/  operating  ih  38  StJites*    Last  year's  figures  were  13 
hundred  in  33  States.     The  States  that  have  put  up  the  most  new  plants  during  the 
past  year  are  T/isconsin,  Minnesota,  Idaho,  Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee.    But  Iowa 
still  has  the  largest  namter  of  freezer  locker  plants  of  any  State.     The  State  of 
ilashington  has  the  next  largest  numter. 

Ten  years  ogo  only  a  few  imcompletely  equipped  freezing  plants  were  runniing. 
Ihc  count  this  year  gives  you  an  idea  of  the  growing  popularity  of  freezing  as  a 
method  of  preserving  food. 

At  the  United  States  Regional  Soybean  Lahoratory  in  UrlDana,  Illinois, 
chemists  have  "been  testing  paints  and  varnishes  made  from  soyhean  oil  to  see  whether 
they  stand  up  under  exposure  as  well  as  paints  and  varnishes  made  from  tung,  perilla 
and  linseed  oil.     SoylDean  oil  paints  harden  and  dry  somewhat  more  slowly  than  paints 
Kade  from  the  other  oils,  but  this  slower  drying  does  not  interfere  with  their 
durability. 

The  chemists  painted  fences  with  white  exterior  paint  made  from  soyliean  oil 
or  half  soylDcan  oil.    After  two  years  exposure  on  the  fence,  the  paints  are  in 
excellent  condition.     The  chemists  also  gave  outdoor  tests  to  about  30  enamels  made 
entirely  or  in  part  from  soyheoji  oil.     These  onnjnels  were  able  to  stand  more  light 
than  other  high-grade  enamels  now  on  the  market. 

If  soybean  oils  came  into  widespread  use  for  paints  and  varnishes,   they  v/ould 
open  an  extensive  market  for  the  rapidly  expanding  soybean  industry  in  this  country. 
Practically  all  the  tung  and  perilla  oil  now  used  in  paint  comes  in  from  foreign 
countries.    And  a  part  of  the  linseed  oil  is  imported,  too. 

Last  item  of  news.     All  bat  7  of  the  States  in  the  Union  now  have  forest-fire 
protection  agreements  with  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.     Colorado  was  the 
forty-first  State  to  signup.     The  7  States  that  still  haven't  made  forest-fire  - 
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pacts  with  Uncle  Sam  are:     Iowa,  Ko.nsas,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Utah,  Wyoming  and 
Arizona.     lov/a,  Kansas,  NolDraska  and  North  Dakota  have  little  forest  land.  Utah, 
Wyoming  and  Arizona  have  most  of  their  forest  land  in  national  forests. 

Under  the  agreements  for  protecting  the  forests,  the  Federal  Sovcrnment 
matches  State  expenditures  for  fire  protection  as  far  as  funds  will  allow.     In  1939 
the  Federal  contribution  was  about  2  million  dollars  while  the  States  totalled"  7 
aillion  dollars  for  forest  protection.     In  1937  almost  all  the  forest  acrc-age  burned 
was  in  areas  not  yet  under  joint  protection. 

In  most  States  protection  costs  are  low.     They  amount  to  only  a  few  cents  an 
acre  each  year.    Foresters  estimate  that  it  would  not  cost  more  than  2  cents  an  acre 
to  protect  more  than  6  million  acres  of  forest  land  in  Colorado. 

That  concludes  the  odds  and  ends  of  news  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture 

today. 


